LEPROSY   CAN   BE   CURED
, Colachel than in London, except from lepers who were
already in Colachel itself. Speeches were made on the
other side, in which it was said that all this was a pack of
lies, and that there were no lepers in Colachel. As a matter
of fact, we were treating several lepers from Colachel as
out-patients at that time, but the mass meeting affected
not to believe that.
The building went on, but it was not long before a case
was taken against us in the courts, in the form of an
injunction to prevent us from building. This, of course,
hurried the building up, and the form of the injunction
changed, when the buildings were finished, to an attempt
to prevent us from putting lepers to live in them. Acting
on the advice of our lawyer, we hurried down a few lepers
to live in the homes before they were quite finished. At
the next hearing of the case, our shrewd lawyer pointed
out that, as lepers were already living in the buildings, an
injunction to keep them out was useless, and only an in-
junction to get them out was of any avail. So the case
was disposed of on this technical point, and we invited the
Dewan (prime minister) of Travancore formally to open
the Leper Home. The ceremony was arranged, and the
opposition tried their hardest to prevent it. Mr. Austin,
the Dewan,. wisely approached the Maha Raja of the State
to get his approval of the Home, and as was to be expected
"of the ruler of an enlightened State like Travancore, His
Highness signified his approval, so everything was all right.
On the opening day, in November 1933, a large mob of
people, carrying black flags and torches, tried to break in
to the new leper compound, intending to set fire to the hall
in which the ceremony was to take place. Mr. Harlow
and a few policemen managed to keep them back, and did
a really gallant piece of work in doing so successfully, a
handful of men against many hundreds, until the arrival of
the Dewan. The opening ceremony took place, the new
inhabitants of the Leper Home gave an exhibition of their
cheery and fascinating dances, and we all went back to
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